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I am filled with gratitude for the incredible 
community that surrounds and supports 
the children and families we serve in 
Champaign County. This year has been one 
of reflection, celebration, and resilience—
reminding us why our mission matters now 
more than ever.

“Just knowing Crisis Nursery exists  
is a huge relief to families.”
Our programs provided safety, support, 
and resources to hundreds of children and 
families this year. Even those who never 
needed our services shared that knowing 
we are here brings them peace of mind—a 
powerful reminder that our impact extends 
far beyond those who walk through our doors.  

Sharing Our Model
We hosted a group from San Antonio, Texas 
—including a representative from Casey 
Family Programs—planning to start a 
Nursery in their community. Their visit high-
lighted the strength of our programs and 
the recognition our approach has earned as 
a model for others to replicate.

Raising Awareness Through Art
We celebrated and unveiled a new commu-
nity mural, created with CASA and Leslie 
Kimble Art. This work of art brings color and 

joy to a public space and reminds us that 
it takes a village to support children and 
families. The Nursery remains mission- 
focused while collaborating with other  
agencies to provide holistic support for 
families in Champaign County.

Facilities and Growth
From a pipe burst to other ongoing infra-
structure challenges, our facilities were put 
to the test this year. We are grateful to have 
received a DCEO award to support facility 
updates in the upcoming fiscal year, ensur-
ing our spaces remain safe and welcoming. 
Thank you to Senator Paul Faraci for his 
support in making this possible.

Looking Ahead 
As we build on 40 years of impact, we are 
launching a new strategic plan to guide our 
next chapter, ensuring that we continue to 
be a safe place for children and can provide 
support to families when they call to ask for 
help. Thank you for helping us remain an 
“Island of Safety” for children and families 
in need.

With gratitude,
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Dear Friends of the Nursery,

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
BY STEPHANIE RECORD, ED.M, LCSW



24/7
YEAR-ROUND IMPACT

Around-the-clock care  
provided children  
a safe place  
to sleep, play & grow.

Building Bonds. Paving Pathways.
Family Specialists walked alongside 
parents, offering guidance, 
encouragement, and hope through 
life’s toughest moments.

Hands That Give. 
From Giving Tuesday to the Blue Tie Gala,  
our community came together to raise  
vital funds.

Hearts That Care.
Our dedicated team worked day and night  
to answer crisis calls, provide care, and  
deliver hope when families needed it most.

Time Given. Lives Touched.
Volunteers shared their time, talents, 
and hearts to help keep children safe 
and supported.



Brightening Days. Inspiring Smiles. 
Our new mural brings joy, curiosity, and a sense of 
wonder to every child who experiences it, turning 
each day into a playful and welcoming moment. 
Created by artist Lisa Kesler, the design was 
intended to “be warm, inviting, and to help reduce 
stress for the tiny humans who come through Crisis 
Nursery’s doors.” 

“I absolutely LOVE your staff! Wow, what a nice 
group of professionals. As I was working, I could 
overhear the kids' cute little conversations and their 
interactions with your staff—it was so inspiring. The 
environment felt safe and nurturing.” — LISA KESLER

*This project was made possible through support from 40 North’s 
Regional Arts Partners re-granting program, supported by the Illinois Arts 
Council Agency.

Meet Sarah...  
When Sarah first came to Crisis Nursery, she had 
just started a new job and needed temporary care 
for her two youngest children. Life quickly threw her 
multiple challenges—her family lost their housing, 
and a car accident left her without reliable trans-
portation. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 
Crisis Nursery was able to walk alongside her. Your 
support provided temporary child care so she could 
continue working, connected her with local housing 
services, and helped her obtain a bus pass.

Months later, Sarah called with tears of joy: “This 
would have never happened had you all not been 
there to support and help us through this difficult 
time. We will be forever grateful.”

Stories like Sarah’s happen every day because of 
donors like you. Thank you for being part of our 

“Island of Safety.” 

Turning Pages.  
Building Connections. 
Provided 271 Books from Brek 
bags to 139 families across 
Champaign County giving parents the tools 
to encourage early learning and connection 
at home.

“Our favorite things about Crisis Nursery are 
the caring people and the Books from Brek 
we receive. The books give us an opportunity 
to learn and grow together as a family.”

Asking for help is  
A SIGN OF  
STRENGTH

Mural by Lisa Kesler



General/Admin:  
$238,572

Fundraising:  
$241,306

Cost of Direct  
Benefit to Donors: 

$98,968

– In Kind: $49,710 
– Cash: $49,258 

FISCAL YEAR 2025 GIVING REPORT 

Crisis Nursery
Financial Summary
Our annual report reflects the value of in-kind donations as well as 
monetary support. This shows our growth, progress, and overall picture 
of what it takes to run the Nursery.

OSF HEART OF MARY MEDICAL

OSF Heart of Mary Medical Center’s 
generous in-kind support plays a vital 
role in the daily operations of Crisis 
Nursery. Their contributions provide 
essential support that allows us to focus 
resources directly on serving children 
and families. In FY25, these services 
were valued at approximately $41,768.

In-kind contributions include:
Meal preparation and delivery
Laundry
Lawn care
Snow removal
Utility expenses
Maintenance

REVENUE: $2,709,282 
JULY 1, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025

EXPENSES: $2,514,193 
JULY 1, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025

Investments: 
$277,134

Fundraisers: 
$456,529

Grants: $907,539

United Way: 
$184,631

In Kind: $176,636

Other: $23,211

Annual Giving:
$683,602

Supporting Services: 
$578,846

Program Services: 
$1,935,347

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL, STATE  

AND FEDERAL GRANTORS

Carle Foundation Hospital
Champaign County Mental Health Board
City of Urbana
Common Ground Food Co-op
Community Foundation of  

East Central Illinois
Department of Children and Family 

Services (DCFS)
Department of Human Services (DHS)
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
Iroquois Federal Foundation, Inc.
Target Circle 
The Orange Krush Foundation
United Way of Champaign County
Wal-Mart #1734–Champaign
Wal-Mart #3255–Savoy
Wal-Mart #5403–Urbana

“Crisis Nursery has provided a “Crisis Nursery has provided a 
roof over my child’s head when roof over my child’s head when 
I could not, diapers when I I could not, diapers when I 
didn’t have any, and helped didn’t have any, and helped 
me keep my job when I had no me keep my job when I had no 
one else to care for my child.”one else to care for my child.”

CRISIS NURSERY PARENT

$41,768



REASONS FOR EMERGENCY  
CHILD CARE ADMISSIONS

PROFILE OF CRISIS NURSERY

Numbers below show total numbers 
served in our Safe Children and Strong 
Families Programming.

430	 Children Served 
375	 Caregivers Served

These children and caregivers create:  
307	 Families Served

FISCAL YEAR 2025 GIVING REPORT 

Crisis Nursery
Program Statistics

STRONG FAMILIES PROGRAM

615	 Home Visits
6	 Parent Support Groups
30	 Parent-Child Interaction Groups
394	 Community & Agency Referrals

PROFILE OF CHILDREN SERVED

CRISIS NURSERY’S PROGRAM OUTCOMES 

Outcomes are measured by conducting 
surveys with clients. Out of 241 families 
surveyed:

80%	 �Reported a decreased level in  
their stress

93%	�� Reported a reduced risk  
of maltreatment

95%	 ��Reported an improvement in  
parenting skills

PROVIDING SUPPORT THROUGH

3,728
ADMISSIONS

18,046
HOURS CRISIS CARE

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT

2,827  
VOLUNTEER HOURS

While no amount of money can appropri-
ately signify our volunteer contributions, 
their services are valued at: 

$94,670
The Independent Sector estimates the 
dollar value of volunteer time as $33.49 per 
hour for Fiscal Year 2025.

ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES GIVEN TO FAMILIES

$48,865

Crisis Line: 217.337.2730 | Administration: 217.337.2731 | www.crisisnursery.net 

12%  
Home Crisis

15%  
Multiracial

38%  
Parental  

Stress

18%  
Caucasian

41%  
Job/School  

Related Crisis

49%  
African American

5% Medical Related Crisis

10%  
Hispanic/Latinx

4% Other

2% Other

6% Asian



GIVING SPOTLIGHT 

Canadian National Railway 
Company Employees’ and 
Pensioners’ Community Fund
In 2024, Canadian National Railway Company 
(CN) employees and retirees contributed 
more than $2.14 million to approximately 
500 organizations across Canada and the 
U.S.A. In addition to employee and pensioner 
contributions through payroll deductions, 
the Fund hosts special events to raise addi-
tional support. 

One highlight in 2024 was the 17th Canucks 
Alumni Challenge, held on September 21 
in Vancouver, where a team of employees 

faced off against former NHL players. 
Proceeds from this friendly match support 
charitable organizations dedicated, in 
part, to helping and protecting children in 
Canada and the U.S.A. 

Crisis Nursery was selected by the Hockey 
Committee as a recipient of $47,851 from the 
CN Canucks Alumni Challenge. We are 
grateful for their commitment to making a 
meaningful difference in the lives of children 
and families!

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
CANUCKS ALUMNI CHALLENGE

$47,851

17th Canucks Alumni Challenge, Vancouver



Generations of  
Care & Compassion
At Crisis Nursery, we believe each act of 
kindness builds on the next, creating a  
legacy of care that spans generations. Few 
partnerships reflect that better than our  
decades-long connection with St. Matthew 
Catholic School and Parish and The High 
School of Saint Thomas More.

It starts with our youngest helpers. St. 
Matthew’s first graders toured the Nursery, 
bundled diapers, and brought donations— 
a simple lesson in compassion and  
community.

For retired teacher Karen Pickard, that lesson 
became a lifelong connection. “I booked 
Crisis Nursery as a stop on our annual fall 
community service tour. My 7th graders 
learned valuable lessons about this unique 
‘Island of Safety’ right in our own town and 
asked, ‘What can we do?’ We collected  
donations, made crib blankets, prayed for 
the little ones and dedicated staff. When I 

retired, I was drawn to go back to the Nursery; 
I was trained and volunteered. I’m so happy 
I DID. To be a part of this loving, caring com-
munity was a true joy.”

Her words—“There’s a world out there; what 
are you going to do to make a difference?”— 
still inspire her former students, including 
Austin Ducey, now a Crisis Nursery Board 
Member. “My first memory of the Nursery was 
attending the Holiday Shop as a kid. Years 
later, Mrs. Pickard taught us the importance 
of giving back. When my wife and I decided 
to become more involved in the community, 
the Nursery was one of the first organiza-
tions we began supporting. As new parents, 
we felt deeply connected to the mission  
of keeping children safe and supporting 
families through their hardest moments.”

That same commitment continues to grow 
into the next generation. During Homecom-
ing Week, STM students collected nearly 

6 STM Diaper DriveKaren Pickard

BUILDING COMMUNITY

SAINT THOMAS MORE  
HOMECOMING DRIVE

19,000
DIAPERS



19,000 diapers, supplying the Nursery  
for much of the year. “It’s super fun to see 
everyone come together to really benefit 
the community,” said senior Mary Kathryn 
Kluesner. As Sister M. Bridget Martin, FSGM, 
Principal at Saint Thomas More, added, 
“Teenagers really do have big hearts. Doing 
things like this helps the community see that. 
They can, and they do, make a difference.”

The generosity doesn’t stop there. Both  
St. Matthew and STM host dress-down 
days and the annual Snowman Fundraiser, 
raising awareness and funds. That spirit  
extends to the parish community, whose 
families prepare Thanksgiving baskets, 
give personally, and provide volunteer 
leadership. From curious first graders to 
lifelong supporters, this shared legacy of 
love and service reminds us that when one 
generation cares, the next one follows. 
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Tributes
IN HONOR OF
Abbott Power Plant’s 

Charitable Fund Drive
Abhi
Baby Al
Stacy Bennett
Amanda Brantner & The Gies 

College of Business Team
Jesus Christ
Rachael & Austin Dallas
Jill Duden
Beth Duesterhaus
Alayia Forsyth
Jack Franklin
John Frauenhoffer
Andrew Guertin
Grady & Piper Heavener
Douglas Hilgendorf
Hazel Hutchison

Sharon Johnson
Kappa Delta Sorority
Beatrice Kennison
The Kids
Beth Ladd
Carol Moore
Lance Olson
Elly Radi
Stephanie Record
Sara Ressing
Tim & Maggie Roberts (50th 

Wedding Anniversary)
Kendrith Rowland
De De Rudolphy
Joan Sargent
Patricia Anne Swartzbaugh
Jenna Zieman
Joan Zieman

IN MEMORY OF
Brittany Babb
Lexi Barbour
David Black
Dr. Everette Clifton  

“Clif” Burdette
Jeannette Forrest
Barbara Friedberg
Carol Harrison
Ella Herriott
Mildred Hessner
Sister Mary Kay Himens, 

SSCM
Chester and Margaret Hiser
Jerry Jubusch
Esther Jung
Rose Klismith

Francis & Peg Kroha
Frances Magsamen
Zach McNabney 
Linda Meyer
Brek Neiswender
Patricia O’Neal
Geraldine Ann (Shortsleeve)

Osterbur
Thomas Procter
Phil Proctor
Susan Record
Darrel Stauffer
Velda Swigart
Diane Vrem
Ben Watts
Everly Yoder

Thank you to our annual  
Mission Partners

Applied Pavement Technology  |  Broeren Russo Builders 
Hickory Point Bank  |  MTK Technologies  |  Minuteman Press 

Servicemaster Clean  |  Stevie Jay Broadcasting 
Sweet Lemonade Photography  |  Two Men and a Truck

The Ducey Family

St. Matthew’s Diaper Drive



Upcoming Events—Save the Date!
For more information about any of these events, visit our website at  
www.crisisnursery.net 

1309 West Hill Street | Urbana, IL 61801 
Crisis Line: 217.337.2730 | Administration: 217.337.2731
www.crisisnursery.net 

Crisis Nursery creates an “Island of Safety” 
dedicated to the prevention of child abuse 
and neglect by providing 24-hour emergency 
care for children and support to strengthen 
families in crisis. Crisis Nursery is the only 
emergency-based child care facility in 
Champaign County that is open 24 hours, 
365 days a year for the entire community to 
access with no fees or income eligibility.

10 Ways to Help

	 1	� SPONSOR A DAY AT THE NURSERY 
Make a gift of $3,000 to provide a full  
day of care and services for children.

	 2	� JOIN THE LEADERSHIP GIVING CIRCLE 
Give a gift of $1,000+ and help lead the way  
in supporting families.

	 3	� MAKE IT MONTHLY 
Provide consistent support and help sustain 
our programs year-round.

	 4	� GIVE IN HONOR OR MEMORY 
Celebrate a loved one with a meaningful gift.

	 5	� LEAVE A LEGACY 
Include Crisis Nursery in your will and create 
a lasting impact for children and families.

	 6	� CONTRIBUTE TO THE “ISLAND OF
		�  SAFETY” ENDOWMENT FUND 

Help secure long-term stability for the 
Nursery and its programs.

	 7	� SPONSOR AN EVENT OR HOST YOUR
		�  OWN FUNDRAISER 

Bring your community together to support 
children and families in crisis.

	 8	� BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
Donate your time and talents to make a 
difference.

	 9	� DONATE IN-KIND GOODS 
Provide essential items that support children 
and families.

	10	� VISIT THE NURSERY 
See firsthand the programs and services 
your support makes possible.

DEC 
4-6

CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY SHOP 
The Orpheum Champaign

Kids shop for loved ones while supporting Crisis Nursery!

APR 
2

ART MART WINE TASTING 
Carmon’s 

Sip, savor, and support children and families in crisis.

APR 
23-25

ILLINOIS RACE WEEKEND— 
MILES FOR SMILES 
Run, walk, or cheer—every mile makes a difference!

JUN 
5

BLUE TIE GALA  
I Hotel & Conference Center 

An evening celebrating the mission of Crisis Nursery.

If you no longer wish to receive our printed Annual Report, call 217.337.2731 or 
email marketing@crisisnursery.net to update your preferences.


